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Telephone:  Boldon  7241/2.  East  Boldon. 

July,  1962. 


PREFACE 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Boldon  Urban  District 

Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  health  of  the  Urban  District 
and  the  work  in  the  Health  Department  for  the  year  1961. 

The  Health  Statistics  are  set  out  in  detail  in  the  body  of  the 
report;  there  are,  however,  certain  features  on  which  I should 
like  to  comment. 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District  rose  during  the  year 
by  1,730  to  22,540;  the  natural  increase  i.e.  excess  of  births  over 
deaths,  was  216.  The  birth  rate  showed  a decrease  to  19.6  per 
1,000  population  compared  with  20.6  in  1960;  the  standardised 
birth  rate  (i.e.  corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
population)  was  17.6  which  exceeds  the  national  figure  for 
England  and  Wales. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  showed  a decrease  to  9.0  per  1,000 
live  births  compared  with  18.6  for  the  previous  year  and  was  less 
than  the  national  rate  for  England  and  Wales  which  was  the 
lowest  ever  recorded.  The  number  of  infant  deaths  fell  from  8 
in  1960  to  4 in  1961;  of  these  3 occurred  during  the  first  month  of 
life. 


The  death  rate  of  10.0  showed  a slight  decrease  compared 
with  1960  and  the  standardised  death  rate  of  12.5  exceeded  that 
for  England  and  Wales.  Heart  disease  was  again  the  principal 
cause  of  death;  respiratory  disease  is  also  an  important  cause 
of  death  especially  amongst  men.  The  most  common  single 
cause  of  death  was  coronary  disease  which  accounted  for  28  male 
deaths  and  22  female  deaths;  this  represents  an  increase  of 
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approximately  one  third  compared  with  the  mortality  from  this 
cause  during  the  previous  year.  There  was  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  deaths  from  cancer  and  a reduction  in  the  number 
of  deaths  from  vascular  disease  of  the  nervous  system  (i.e. 
cerebral  haemorrhage,  ‘strokes’,  etc.).  Accidents  and  suicide 
accounted  for  9 deaths. 

There  was  a very  substantial  rise  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year,  this  was  mainly 
accounted  for  by  the  increase  in  Measles  notifications  to  354 
compared  with  none  during  the  previous  year.  Further  reference 
to  infectious  diseases  will  be  found  in  Section  F of  the  report 
on  Page  30. 

On  page  11  will  be  found  a summary  of  the  principal  statistics 
of  the  United  Districts  of  Jarrow,  Hebburn,  Felling  and  Boldon 
of  which  I ami  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  estimated  total 
population  now  exceeds  112,000. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  assist- 
ance and  co-operation  I have  received  from  the  Chairman,  Mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  other  Officials  and  my  staff  in  the  Health 
Department. 


T.  C.  FALCONER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


(a)  GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  of  District  in  acres — 7,640. 

Estimated  resident  population — 22,540. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 7,490. 

Number  of  Council  houses — 2,499. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  the  year — 160. 
Number  of  private  houses  erected  during  the  year — 137. 
Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1961 — £233,422. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — £875  16s.  Id. 


(b)  PHYSICAL  AND  SOCIAL 

1.  Description  of  the  Area 

The  Urban  District  covers  an  area  of  7,640  acres  and  is 
essentially  rural  in  character  with  more  than  50  farms  or  other 
agricultural  premises.  It  forms  a green  belt  between  South 
Tyneside  and  North  Wearside  and  is  roughly  rectangular  in 
shape  extending  inland  from  the  North  Sea  coast  for  a distance 
of  over  six  miles.  In  this  setting  there  are  the  following  five 
communities,  Whitburn,  Cleadon,  East  Boldon,  West  Boldon  and 
Boldon  Colliery;  the  last  of  these  is  largely  industrial  and 
accommodates  approximately  one  third  of  the  total  population 
of  the  Urban  District.  The  remainder  of  the  Urban  District  is  to 
a large  extent  residential  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  are 
employed  outside  the  district. 

2.  Employment 

Mr.  J.  Smith,  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange,  has 
kindly  supplied  the  following  information  relating  to  Employ- 
ment, Unemployment  and  Disablement. 


MAIN  INDUSTRIES 


Building  and  Contracting,  Coalmining,  Electrical  repairs. 
Farming,  Light  Engineering,  Paint  and  Bituminous  Products, 
Road  Transport,  Stores  (Departmental),  Tarmacadam  Manu- 
facture, Distributive  Trades,  Catering,  Building  Materials, 
Manufacture  and  Research  Chemistry. 

There  are  44  employer*  in  the  Urban  Distict  with  5 or  more 
employees. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT 

On  the  31st  December,  1961,  the  position  was  as  follows:  — 


Total  on 

Temporarily 

Register 

Stopped: 

Females 

9 

— 

Males  

75 

— 

Totals 

84 



DISABLEMENT 

There  are  186  males  and  12  females  on  the  register  of  disabled 
persons.  Of  the  5 unemployed  disabled  persons  4 males  and  1 
female  were  suitable  for  open  industry. 

All  the  above  figures  are  in  respect  of  persons  over  18  years 
of  age. 


(c)  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population — Estimated  mid-year,  22,540. 


Live  Births: 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total  

241 

201 

442 

Legitimate  

236 

193 

429 

Illegitimate  

5 

8 

13 

Birth  Rate  

19.6 

Comparability  Factor  

0.90 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

17.6 

Still  Births: 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total  

2 

4 

6 

Legitimate  

2 

4 

6 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  thousand  total  live  and 

still  births  

13.4 

Rate  per  thousand  estimated  resi- 

dent population  

0.3 

Deaths : 

M. 

F. 

Total 

All  Causes  

106 

120 

226 

Death  Rate  

10.0 

Comparability  Factor 

1.25 

Standardised  Death  Rate  ... 

12.5 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death 


% 

of  total 


M 

F. 

Total  Deaths 

Heart  Disease  (all  types) 

34 

34 

68 

30.1 

Cancer  (all  types)  ... 

17 

21 

38 

16.8 

Respiratory  Disease  

Vascular  disease  of  the  Nervous 

19 

12 

31 

14.1 

System  ..,  ..: 

14 

25 

39 

17.3 

Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total  

3 

1 

4 

Legitimate  ...  ' 

3 

1 

4 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legiti- 
mate live  births  

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegi- 
timate live  births  


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age : 

M. 

Total  2 

Legitimate  2 

Illegitimate  ...  Nil 


9.0 

9.0 

Nil 


F. 

1 

1 

Nil 


Total 

3 

3 

Nil 


Neo-natal  Death  Rate 

(i.e.  Infant  Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births). 

6.8 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  week  of  age: 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

...  1 

0 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

0 

1 

Illegitimate 

...  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Causes  of  Infant  Deaths 

Prematurity  1 

Congenital  Malformations  2 

Infection  1 

4 
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Comparison  of  Vital  Statistics  Bates 


England 

& Wales  Boldon 


Standardised  Birth  Rate  

17.4* 

17.6 

Infant  Mortality  ...  

21.4t 

9.0 

Still  Births  Rate  , 

18.7t 

13.4 

Standardised  Death  Rate  

12.0 

12.5 

* Highest  since  1949. 

t Lowest  ever  recorded. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1961 


Comparison 
Male  Female  Total  with  1960 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  1 

Tuberculosis,  other 0 

Syphilitic  disease  0 

Whooping  Cough  ...  0 

Diphtheria  ...  0 

Meningococcal  infection  ...  ...  0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 0 

Measles  0 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  0 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  0 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  0 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  ...  ...  ...  11 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  3 

Diabetes  0 

Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system  14 

Coronary  disease  angina  28 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ...  0 

Other  heart  disease 6 

Other  circulatory  disease  3 

Influenza  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Bronchitis  11 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ...  0 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate  1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ...  0 

Congenital  malformations 0 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  6 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents  2 

All  other  accidents 1 

Suicide  1 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ...  0 


0 1 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

4 7 

1 4 

5 5 

2 2 

9 20 

1 4 

6 6 

25  39 

22  50 

4 4 

8 14 

7 10 

0 1 

7 13 

5 16 

0 1 

0 2 

0 0 

1 3 

0 1 

0 0 

1 1 

7 13 

0 2 

4 5 

1 2 

0 0 


+ 


1 

4 

1 


1 


4 

2 

6 

12 

1 

1 


6 


1 


10 


2 

1 


3 


1 

1 

1 

7 

4 

1 


106  120  226  -1-39  —32 
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Vital  Statistics  for  Previous  Years 


Year 


Population  Birth 
Rate 


Infant 
Mortality 
Death  Rate  per 

Rate  1,000  live 

Births 


1957 

18,960 

20.2 

12.1 

28.7 

1958 

19,540 

20.4 

12.6 

17  5 

1959 

20,230 

18.2 

11.9 

21.7 

1960 

20,810 

20.6 

10.5 

18.6 

1961 

22,540 

19.6  V 

10.0 

9.0 
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SUMMARY  OF  UNITED  DISTRICTS  STATISTICS  1961 

Joint 

Area 


General  J arrow  Hebburn  Fellings  Boldon  1961 


Area  in  acres 

1,970 

1,563 

3,325 

7,640 

14,493 

Population 28,690 

24,980 

36,130 

22,540 

112,340 

No.  of  inhabited  houses 

9,053 

7,773 

11,453 

7,490 

35,769 

No.  of  Council  houses 
Sub-standard  houses 

4,709 

3,633 

6,591 

2,499 

17,432 

remaining  to  be  dealt 
with  by  1965 

609 

154 

91 

17 

871 

Vital 

No.  of  births 

557 

522 

754 

442 

2,275 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

17.7 

18.6 

18.2 

17.6 

17.9 

No.  of  Still  Births  ... 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per 

8 

13 

20 

6 

47 

1,000  live  and  Still 
births) 

14.2 

24.3 

25.8 

13.4 

20.2 

Infant  Deaths 

19 

4 

20 

4 

47 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

34.1 

7.7 

26.5 

9.3 

20.6 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of  Deaths 

317 

253 

379 

226 

1,175 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

13.7 

13.8 

15.6 

12.5 

14.1 

Principal  Causes  of  Death 

(Percentage  of  Total  Deaths) 

(a)  Infants  under  1 year 

Infection 

15.8 

25.0 

30.0 

Nil 

21.3 

Congenital  Deformity 

10.5 

Nil 

5.0 

50.0 

10.6 

Prematurity 

36.8 

50.0 

50.0 

25.0 

42.6 

Diseases  of  Newborn 

15.8 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

6.4 

Others 

21.1 

25.0 

15.0 

25.0 

19.1 

(b)  All  Ages 

Heart  Disease 

26.2 

26.8 

35.7 

30.1 

30.1 

Cancer 

23.3 

24.1 

17.4 

18.6 

20.3 

Respiratory  disease 

14.2 

12.3 

14.6 

14.1 

13.1 

Vascular  disease  ... 
Comparability  factors: 

13.6 

13.0 

13.7 

17.3 

13.5 

Births 

.91 

.89 

.87 

.90 

.89 

Deaths 

1.24 

1.36 

1.49 

1.25 

1.35 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA 


(a)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Staff  of  Health  Department 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

T.  C.  FALCONER,  M.B,  Ch.B,  D.P  H. 

Public  Health  Inspector — 

R.  W.  ARMSTRONG,  M.A.P.H.L,  A.M.I  P.H.E. 

Shorthand-Typist — 

Mrs.  L.  SLATER. 

Rodent  Operator — 

N.  C.  SPOUR. 

2.  Laboratory  Services. 

Examinations  are  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory, Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Hylton  Road,  Sunderland.  Results  and  numbers  of  bacteriologi- 
cal examinations  for  the  year  1961  are  as  follows:  — 

Pos.  Neg.  Total 

Faeces 

Salmonella  Typhimurium  15  16  31 

Sputum  Tuberculosis  ...  1 0 1 

Throat  0 0 0 


16  16  32 


3.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Section  47 — Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  Need  of 
Care  and  Attention. 

It  was  not  necessary  for  the  Council  to  take  any  action  under 
this  section.  During  the  year  a number  of  cases  were  investigated 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and,  where  necessary,  admission 
to  Hospital  or  Hostel  was  arranged,  or  the  services  of  a home  help 
were  provided. 

Section  50 — Burial  or  Cremation  of  Dead. 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

(b)  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  Fait  III,  the 
Personal  Health  Services  are  provided  by  Durham  County  Coun- 
cil and  administered  through  the  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  on 
which  Boldon  U.D.C.  is  represented  by  three  members. 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

(Section  22) 


Ante-Natal 

Sessions:  Alternate  Tuesday  mornings  at  the  P.M.  School- 
room, Hedworth  Lane,  Boldon  Colliery. 

Thursday  Afternoon  at  the  Barnes  Institute,  Whitburn. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  expectant  mothers 
who  attended  the  Clinics,  and  the  number  of  visits  which  these 
mothers  paid  to  the  Clinics. 

Numbers  of  Mothers 199 

Attendances  991 

Child  Welfare 

Sessions:  Alternate  Tuesday  Afternoons  at  the  P.M.  School- 
room, Hedworth  Lane,  Boldon  Colliery. 

Monday  Afternoons  at  the  Congregational  Church  Hall,  East 
Boldon. 

Thursday  Mornings  at  the  Barnes  Institute,  Whitburn. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infants  and  toddlers 
who  attended  the  Clinic  and  the  number  of  attendances  of  these 
children  throughout  the  year. 

No.  of  Children.  Attendances. 

Under  1 1-2  yrs.  2-5  yrs.  Under  1 1-2  yrs.  2-5  yrs. 

278  238  155  3,320  491  297 

MIDWIFERY 

(Section  23) 

There  are  3 County  Midwives  in  Boldon.  No  midwives  prac- 
tice privately  in  the  area. 

During  the  year  they  attended  202  confinements-,  which 
represents  45.1  per  cent  of  all  registered  live  and  still  births. 

Domiciliary  Confinements 

Not  Analgesia. 

Doctor.  Booked.  Booked.  Gas  and  Air.  Pethidine. 

Present  at  Delivery  139  — 11  100 

Not  present  at  Delivery  60  3 18  35 


Total  199 


3 


29 


135 
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HEALTH  VISITING 

Four  health  visitors  serve  the  Urban  District.  The  following 
domiciliary  visits  were  paid  during  1961 : — 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

...  7,068 

Tuberculosis 

272 

Mental  Deficiency 

160 

Schools  

339 

General  Health  ..,  

50 

Old  People  ...  

205 

8,094 


The  percentage  of  ineffective  visits  made  was  10.5% 


HOME  NURSING 


(Section  25) 


Two  whole-time  nurses  were  employed  during  the  year. 

No.  of  Cases  Visits 

Medical  

Surgical  

Tuberculosis  

Maternal  complications 
Infectious  diseases 
Others  


220 

49 

2 


271 


9,406 

1,583 

379 


49 


11,417 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

(Section  26) 

The  following  tables  give  the  numbers  of  children  vaccinated 
and  immunised  at  the  clinics  and  by  General  Practitioners  in  the 
district: — 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 

Primary  Vaccination.  Revaccination. 

Under  1 1-4  5-15  15  Total  Under  1 1-4  5-15  15  Total 

221  19  7 25  272  — 4 2 33  39 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

(given  either  singly  or  in  combination). 

Primary  Injections.  Reinforcing  Injections. 

Under  1 1-4  5-i5  Total  Under  1 1-4  5-15  Total 

273  84  17  374  — 64  48  111 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 

(given  either  singly  or  in  combination). 

Primary  Injections.  Reinforcing  Injections, 

Under  1 1-4  5-15  Total  Under  1 1-4  5-15  Total 

266  81  16  363  — 52  46  98 

TETANUS  IMMUNISATION. 

(given  with  Diphtheria  or  Diphtheria/ Whooping  Cough). 

Primary  Injections.  Reinforcing  Injections. 

Under  1 1-4  5-15  Total  Under  1 1-4  5-15  Total 

68  8 2 78  _ 13  2 15 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

The  number  of  injections  given  during  the  year  were  1,904 
comprising  the  following:  — 


2nd  Injection 

742 

3rd  Injection 

424 

4th  Injection 

738 

1,904 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

(Section  27) 

The  Urban  District  is  served  by  the  Hebburn  Depot  at  Ushaw 
Road,  telephone  832157. 

The  Depot  is  manned  by  a clerk-telephonist  from  8 a.m.  to 
4 p.m.,  during  the  remaining  16  hours  of  the  day  calls  are 
received  by  the  driver  on  duty  who  passes  them  on  to  the  Co- 
ordinating Control  near  Durham. 

The  Hebburn  Depot  serves  the  population  in  the  Borough  of 
Jarrow,  the  Urban  Districts  of  Felling,  Hebburn,  Boldon  and 
Washington,  and  part  of  Sunderland  Rural  District. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  year’s  work : — 

HEBBURN  DEPOT. 

Persons  carried 

Journeys  Stretcher  Sitting  Total  Mileage 

8,742  5,823  27,726  33,549  172,678 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE,  AND  AFTER-CARE 

(Section  28) 

Cases  discharged  from  hospital  and  requiring  after-care  are 
treated  by  home  nurses  or  supervised  and  advised  by  the  Health 
Visitors.  Sick  room  equipment  such  as  urine  bottles,  bed  pans, 
bed-rests,  air  cushions,  mattresses  and  rubber  sheeting  can  be 
had  on  loan. 

During  the  year  39  persons  received  equipment  on  loan. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

(Section  29) 


No.  of  home  helps  employed  during  the  year 

54 

No.  of  cases  attended  at  1-1-61 

83 

No.  of  new  cases  provided  with  home  helps 

33 

No.  of  cases  attended  at  31.12.61 

89 

Type  of  cases — 

Old  Age  Pensioners  ...  

89 

Sickness  

18 

Tuberculosis  

1 

Maternity  

••r 

8 

Total 

116 

MENTAL  HEALTH  ACT  1959 

No.  of  cases  investigated  

Admissions  to  Hospital : 

13 

1.  Informal  

7 

2.  Section  25  (Observation)  ...  

2 

3.  Section  26  (Treatment)  

2 

4.  Section  29  (Emergency)  

1 

5.  Section  40  (Non-return  from  leave 

12 

Mental  Sub-normality: 

1.  Under  supervision  

46 

2.  In  hospitals  

12 

58 

Children  notified  during  the  year  as : 

1.  Ineducable  

2 

2.  Requiring  supervision  after  leaving  school  1 


3 
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(c)  HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

The  only  hospital  situated  in  the  Urban  District  is  Boldon 
Hospital  which  caters  for  Geriatric  and  Chronic  Sick  Cases; 
there  are  10  female  beds  and  22  male  beds.  There  are  no  direct 
admissions  but  only  transfers  from  other  hospitals,  principally 
the  General  Hospital,  Sunderland,  following  preliminary  assess- 
ment. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  CLINICS 

The  following  numbers  of  patients  were  treated  at  the 
Sunderland,  South  Shields  and  Newcastle  Clinics  during  1961. 


■Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Non-Venereal 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

Sunderland 

— 

— 

2 

1 

5 — 

South  Shields 

— 

— ■ 

— — 

1 — 

Newcastle 

— 

— 

1 — 

1 — 

MASS  X-RAY 

No.  2 Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Newcastle  Regional 
Board  made  frequent  visits  to  South  Tyneside. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  done  by  the 
Unit  in  the  district:  — 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Marienfeld  for  the  following  statistics. 

Total  No.  Total  Notified  Not 

of  Films  Referred  “Active”  Notified 

Public  Session  August,  1961.  Chest  Clinic  Tuberculosis 

Female  115  2 — ' — 

Male  166  2 — — 


Total  281  4 


BLOOD  TRANSFUSION 

Mr.  G.  Tait  Hunter,  the  Regional  Organiser,  has  kindly 
supplied  details  of  the  donor  panels  and  the  sessions  in  Boldon 


during  the  year. 

Date  of  No.  of  Donors 

Sessions  attending 

14th  March  129 

29th  August  99 

Donor  Panel  at  31/12/61  190 

New  donors  bled  during  1961  13 


(d)  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 

The  Urban  District  is  served  by  six  General  Practitioners 
working  from  two  single  handed  and  two  partnership  practices. 
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SECTION  € 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Sir, 

During  1961,  environmental  hygiene  conditions  in  the  Boldon 
Urban  District  Council’s  area  continued  at  a high  level. 

New  legislation  and  regulations  are  commented  upon  under 
the  various  headings  but  changes,  whilst  making  further  work 
in  some  cases,  have  been  absorbed  in  the  routine  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Members  of  the  Council,  the  Health 
Department  clerk,  and  the  Heads  and  Staff  of  all  other  depart- 
ments for  their  willing  co-operation  and  assistance  throughout 
the  year. 

R.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  district  is  supplied  by  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields 
Water  Company. 

Analysis  of  Water  Supply 

(1)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in 
quantity  and  quality  throughout  the  year  1961. 

(2)  Bacteriological  examinations  have  been  made  during 
the  year  from'  the  various  deep  wells  and  other  sources  which 
constitute  the  supply,  also  from  reservoirs  and  consumers  taps. 
The  following  results  were  obtained:  — 

%Free  from  %Free  from 


Wells  and  other 

No.  of 
Samples 

Non-Faecal 

Organisms 

Faecal 

Organisms 

sources  (untreated) 

450 

81.4 

98.3 

Reservoirs  

191 

97.4 

99.0 

Consumers  Taps 

177 

99.4 

100.0 

(3)  The  water  has  no  detectable  plumbo-solvent  action. 

(4)  There  has  been  no  contamination  and  therefore  no  action 
has  been  necessary. 

(5)  There  are  7,209  domestic  premises  connected  to  the 
Company’s  supply  mains  in  the  area. 

(6)  There  are  no  stand  pipes  in  the  area. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

6,130  yards  of  drains  were  examined  during  the  year,  nearly 
all  being  at  private  dwellings  built  in  the  area,  69  yards  less  than 
in  1960. 

The  work  is  generally  of  good  standard  and  mostly  of  stand- 
ard glazed  pipes.  The  amount  of  work  carried  out  with  pitch  fibre 
has  increased  considerably  and  so  far  has  been  found  to  be 
satisfactory  in  every  way.  The  sewerage  of  the  district  appears 
to  be  quite  adequate.  The  untreated  sewage  discharges  to  the  sea 
and  into  the  tidal  waters  of  the  River  T^ne. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

Considerable  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  elimination 
of  ash  closets  and  privy  middens  during  the  past  few  years  and 
a recent  survey  of  the  premises  where  such  installations  existed 
has  revealed  that  there  are  about  19  ash  closets  in  the  area  and 
approximately  12  chemical  closets.  It  is  hoped  that  these  num- 
bers will  be  further  reduced  in  the  near  future  by  slum  clear- 
ance and  conversion  to  water  closets. 

Estimated  figures  are:  — 


Type  of  Closet 

1960 

1961 

Ash  Closets  and  Privy’s 

47 

19 

Water  Closets  

7,680 

7,998 

Chemical  Closets  

28 

12 

20 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

No  legal  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  the  deposit  of  material 
in  watercourses.  There  are  a number  of  ditches  which  have  been 
neglected  for  many  years,  and  the  natural  silting  up  and  growth 
of  bushes  etc.  have  made  them  very  inefficient. 

The  Land  Drainage  Act  1961  which  came  into  force  in  July 
gives  power  to  an  Agricultural  Land  Tribunal  to  order  the 
cleansing  of  such  ditches;  but  only  on  the  application  of  the 
owner  or  occupier  of  the  land.  It  is  unlikely  therefore,  that  any 
serious  action  will  be  taken  to  cleanse  and  regrade  choked  water- 
courses. 


SCHOOLS 

No  complaints  were  received  about  the  sanitary  condition  of 
schools  in  the  district.  Several  schools  were  treated  for  the 
destruction  of  rats  or  mice  with  good  results. 

Water  supplies  in  schools  are  all  from  service  mains  of  the 
Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company  and  are  satis- 
factory. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  special  action  in  respect  of 
infectious  disease  in  school  children. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  is  carried  out  by  direct 
labour  under  the  control  of  the  Surveyor  in  a satisfactory 
manner.  The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  on  Sunderland 
Corporation  Tip  which  is  just  outside  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  district. 


PIG  FARMS 

No  serious  complaints  were  received  about  these  premises 
during  the  year,  but  on  several  occasions  the  farmers  were 
advised  as  to  the  precautions  necessary  to  prevent  nuisance 
arising  from  the  boiling  of  swill. 

STABLES 

There  is  one  farm  in  the  area  used  as  stables  for  a riding 
school,  and  it  is  well  managed  and  kept  clean. 

POULTRY,  ETC. 

Several  visits  were  made  to  houses  etc.  about  the  keeping  of 
poultry  and  pets,  no  serious  nuisances  were  found. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or 
pools  in  the  area. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

The  model  byelaw  requiring  new  buildings  to  be  fitted  with 
apparatus  capable  of  burning  smokeless  fuel  has  been  in  opera- 
tion for  some  time,  with  gccd  results.  Many  new  houses  are 
being  fitted  with  oil,  gas,  or  electric  heating  systems,  but  the 
coke  fire  boiler  seems  to  be  the  most  popular  means  of  heating 
and  hot  water  supply. 

The  few  industrial  premises  which  use  coal  cause  little 
smoke,  and  no  official  warnings  have  been  issued. 

It  would  be  helpful  to  consider  the  making  of  orders  to  cover 
all  new  estates  built  since  1956  declaring  them  clean  air  areas, 
and  also  to  make  orders  on  any  such  estates  which  are  built  in 
the  future. 

Atmospheric  pollution  due  to  air  borne  dust  is,  under 
present  legislation,  almost  impossible  to  prevent  as  the  defence 
sections  allow  the  manufacture  and  use  of  plant  which  cannot 
be  free  from  dust. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1961 

There  are  no  registered  premises  within  the  Urban  District 
at  which  upholstering  or  stuffing  of  flock  filled  articles  is  carried 

on. 


AGRICULTITRAL  (SAFETY,  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE 
PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1956 

No  statutory  action  has  been  found  to  be  necessary  under 
the  sections  enforceable  by  the  Council,  during  the  year. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

There  are  no  premises  within  the  Urban  District  registered 
as  a pet  shop  for  the  sale  of  pet  animals. 

PESTS  ACT,  1949 

No  great  increase  in  the  number  of  rat  and  mice  complaints 
has  taken  place.  Two  roadside  verges  bordering  cornfields  were 
found  to  have  major  infestations,  and  these  were  dealt  with  by 
gassing. 

The  annual  test  baiting  of  the  sewers  did  not  reveal  any 
change  in  infestations,  only  very  minor  evidence  being  found 
and  these  cases  were  thoroughly  treated. 

Private  houses  are  treated  at  the  request  of  the  occupier 
free  of  charge;  whilst  business  premises  are  charged  the  actual 
cost  of  the  treatment. 
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The  total  number  of  premises  treated  was  10  more  than  in 
1960. 

One  man  is  employed  part  time  on  rodent  control  work,  and 
I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  way  he  carried  out  the 
work  with  a minimum  of  supervision,  in  a very  thorough  and 
conscientious  manner,  and  often  under  great  difficulty  of  trans- 
porting large  quantities  of  poison,  traps,  etc.  using  only  a bicycle. 

The  table  below  is  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Type  of  Property 
Local  Dwelling  Agricul-  All 


Total  number  of  properties  in 

Authority 

Houses 

ural 

Other 

Total 

Local  Authority’s  District 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
by  the  Local  Authority  during 
1961  as  a result  of : — 

18 

\ 

7'386 

104 

204 

7712 

(a)  notification  ...  

1 

94 

2 

5 

102 

(b)  survey  or  otherwise 

1 

8 

__ 

1 

10 

(C)  otherwise 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
which  were  found  to  be  infested 

7 

5 

4 

16 

by  rats  (Major) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Minor) 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
which  were  found  to  be  seriously 

4'2 

1 

1 

44 

infested  by  mice  

Number  of  infested  properties 

1 

50 

— 

4 

55 

treated  by  the  Local  Authority 
Number  of  Notices  served  under 

9 

96 

2 

10 

117 

Section  4* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Legal  Proceedings 

Number  of  “Block”  control  schemes 

carried  out 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  legal  action  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Act  which  came  into  force  in  November,  1960. 

FACTORY  ACTS,  1937  and  1959 

171  Visits  were  made  to  premises  registered  as  factories  in  the 
district. 
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PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 


(1)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  made 
by  Public  Health  Inspector. 


(i)  Factories  in 
which  Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4, 
<aml  6 are  to  be  enforced 
b)-  local  authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section'  7 is  enforced 
i)y  the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises 
in  which  Section  7 .is 
enforced  by  Local  Auth- 
ority 

(excluding  outworker’s 
premises. 

Total 


N’snibsr 

on 

Register 

In- 

spections 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

3 

28 

— 

— 

43 

104 

— 

— 

10 

m 

— 

— 

64 

171 





(2)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 


Want  of  Cleanliness 
Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  temperature  ... 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  the 

sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

Total 


Found  Remedied 


Referred 

to  H.M.  by  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 


Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu^ 
tions  were 
instituted 


1:3. 


A new  Act  was  passed  during  the  year  which  comes  into 
force  in  April,  1962.  It  consolidates  previous  Acts.  Under  it  1^  ire 
Authorities  are  now  responsible  for  approving  and  certifying 
means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

During  the  year  116  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the 
investigation  and  control  of  contagious  disease,  and  arrange- 
ments made  for  the  disinfection  of  the  houses  and  bedding 
either  on  removal  of  the  patient  to  hospital  or  recovery. 

A considerable  number  of  visits  were  inade  in  connection 
with  Salmonella  Typhi-murium  cases  over  almost  nine  nao^nths 
of  the  year  In  this  district  14  cases  were  found  and  m all  13 
-rere  confirmed  and  10  had  the  same  phage  type  orgam5^n^« 
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It  was  believed  that  the  infection  came  from  a dairy  farm 
in  this  district  via  the  milk  and  many  attempts  were  made  to 
confirm  or  disprove  this. 

At  the  farm,  specimens  were  taken  from  all  the  employees 
on  several  occasions,  and  for  a long  period  drain  swabs  from  each 
of  the  byres  were  obtained  twice  weekly,  whilst  feeding  stuffs 
were  also  sampled. 

The  infection  was  proved  to  be  present  on  the  farm  by  the 
drain  swabs,  but  no  other  positive  results  were  obtained  from  the 
staff  or  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  Veterinary  Investiga- 
tion Department  which  examined  and  took  biological  and  milk 
specimens  from  the  cows. 

As  a result  of  very  careful  hygiene,  in  the  byres  and  with  the 
milk  utensils  and  vessels,  the  incidence  of  cases  became  less 
and  after  thorough  disinfection  of  the  premises  no  further  evid- 
ence of  infection  was  found. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950— SECTIONS  38  AND  72 

A total  of  318  visits  were  made  to  shops  in  the  district  not 
all  of  which  come  within  the  Acts  provisions.  No  formal  action 
was  taken,  but  additional  heating  facilities  and  repairs  to  sani- 
tary accommodation  were  carried  out  on  informal  requests. 
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SECTION  D 
HOUSING 


During  the  year  the  Council’s  main  endeavours  were  in  pro- 
viding accommodation  for  persons  living  in  condemned  proper- 
ties. Very  good  progress  has  been  made  and  only  small  numbers 
of  houses  which  are  unfit  remain  to  be  dealt  with. 

The  most  serious  problem  remaining  to  be  dealt  with  is  that 
of  properties  which  are  in  a neglected  condition,  lack  those 
amenities  which  enlightened  people  believe  to  be  essential  to 
healthy  life  and  are  often  badly  planned,  but  which  cannot  be 
dealt  with  under  existing  legislation. 

Local  Authorities  should  now  be  given  powers  to  deal  with 
these  properties,  by  way  of  repair  and  redecoration,  provision  of 
baths,  hot  water  supply,  sinks,  food  stores,  and  where  necessary 
redesigning  both  houses  and  the  surrounding  streets  and  other 
premises.  In  the  main,  local  council’s  have  done  their  job  well 
but  only  such  powers  given  now  will  enable  slums  to  be  com- 
pletely eradicated  in  the  not  too  distant  future  in  the  majority 
of  the  areas. 

The  repair  of  these  properties  is  a serious  problem  to  most 
officers.  Under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  a house  has 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  before  action  can  be  taken  and 
it  seems  from  this  that  only  those  items  which  render  it  unfit  can 
be  dealt  with.  Similarly  the  Public  Health  Acts  are  confined  to 
dealing  with  matters  which  are  a nuisance  or  prejudicial  to 
health. 

Surely  it  is  time  local  authorities  and  their  officers  were 
empowered  to  see  that  all  dwellings  are  repaired  in  an  efficient 
and  satisfactory  manner  and  kept  in  that  condition.  This  is 
especially  important  in  those  areas  where  grants  are  given  for 
the  improvement  of  properties  in  the  midst  of  such  areas. 


Under  Public  Health  Acts 


Number  of  houses  inspected 
Number  of  visits  made 


172 

238 


Under  Housing  Acts 

Number  of  houses  inspected  64 

Number  of  visits  made  169 

Cases  of  overcrowding  investigated  8 

Number  of  new  houses  built  and  occupied 

during  the  year  297 

Total  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with 

the  above  ...  ...  407 
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Number  of  houses  demolished  or  closed 

Number  of  persons  displaced  

Number  of  families  rehoused  ...  

Number  of  houses  repaired  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  after  informal  notices  by  the 
Local  Authority  

Number  of  houses  repaired  under  the  Housing 
Act  after  formal  notices  by  the  Local 
Authority  

Number  of  houses  repaired  as  a result  of 
informal  action  ^ ... 

Houses  at  which  other  matters  were  remedied 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  

Total  number  of  defects  ... 

Total  number  of  dwellings  on  Rate  Book  at 
years  end  

Boldon  Urban  District  Council  houses 

Jarrow  Corporation  houses  ...  

Durham  County  Council  houses  

Agricultural  houses  

Private  houses  


Total  since 
19o4 

72  142 

357  623 

106  182 


5 


1 

12 

9 

100 

7,490 

2,499 

153 

21 

104 

4,743 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


The  Council  have  actively  encouraged  the  issue  of  grants 
since  December,  1954  and  since  then  203  applications  have  been 
considered.  23  were  refused,  usually  on  the  grounds  that  the 
regulations  were  not  being  complied  with,  and  of  the  remainder 
agreed  to,  140  were  discretionary  and  40  were  standard.  Up  to 
the  year’s  end  98  had  actually  been  paid. 

During  the  year  32  applications  were  agreed  to,  14  of  these 
were  discretionary  and  18  for  standard  grants.  Three  applica- 
tions were  refused.  The  approximate  amounts  were  £200  for 
discretionary  grants  and  £142  for  standard  grants. 
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SECTION  E 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


449  visits  were  made  to  the  126  premises  in  the  district  in 
which  food  is  prepared,  stored  and  sold.  The  standard  of  most 
of  these  premises  is  good.  They  are  roughly  classified  as  follows, 
but  certain  businesses  deal  in  one  or  more  main  lines. 


Confectioners  8 Fresh  Fish  3 

Butchers  15  Fish  Fryers  ...  5 

Cafes  3 Grocers  ...  ...  ...  46 

Canteen  and  Kitchen  4 Greengrocers  11 

Chemists  ...  ...  6 Sweets  11 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  14  Licensed  Clubs  ...  6 

Off  Licences  7 


Forty-five  premises  are  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  as  follows:  — 

Bakers  4 Butchers  15 

Fish  Fryers  4 Ice  Cream  ...  23 

in  addition,  34  premises  mostly  small  general  dealers  are  regist- 
ered as  distributors  of  milk,  but  no  premises  are  registered  as 
dairies. 

During  the  year,  227  visits  have  been  made  to  the  above 
mentioned  registered  premises,  the  majority  of  inspections  being 
confined  to  butchers  and  bakers  establishments. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1960. 

No  proceedings  have  been  necessary  under  these  regulations. 
The  traders  are  very  co-operative,  and  competition  for  the 
customers  is  keen,  which  results  in  premises  and  personnel  being 
kept  in  satisfactory  order. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS 

As  far  as  can  be  ascertained  there  are  about  29  milk  dealers 
in  the  district.  The  only  matter  needing  attention  was  that  of 
churns  being  delivered  to  farms  for  the  collection  of  milk  which 
were  not  in  a clean  condition.  The  farmers  have  been  advised 
that,  should  they  be  sent  vessels  which  cannot  be  effectively 
cleaned  by  them,  the  dairy  should  be  asked  to  replace  them  with 
satisfactory  containers. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

Only  small  quantities  of  meat  in  butchers  shops  have  been 
inspected;  usually  at  the  request  of  the  butcher,  and  in  all  about 
203  lbs.  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  food  and  voluntarily 
surrendered  and  destroyed. 
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OTHER  FOODS 

No  difficulty  is  encountered  in  securing  the  surrender  and 
destruction  of  foodstuffs  which  are  unfit  for  human  consump- 
tion. Most  of  the  tradesmen  seek  my  advice  on  any  food  which 
is  doubtful  and- willingly  surrender  any  which  is  unfit.  All  the 
businesses  are  retail  and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  examine 
any  very  large  stocks  of  food. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  and  destroyed : — 
51  Tins  of  Tomatoes. 


47 

do. 

Peas. 

14 

do. 

Beans. 

3 

do. 

Apricots. 

27 

do. 

Pineapples. 

8 

do. 

Peaches. 

3 

do. 

Rhubarb. 

18 

do. 

Stewed  Steak. 

5 

do. 

Loganberries. 

11 

do. 

Pears. 

14 

do. 

Raspberries. 

3 

do. 

Sago. 

9 

do. 

Milk. 

3 

do. 

Rice. 

16 

do. 

Chopped  Pork. 

7 

do. 

Ham. 

3 

do. 

Lunch  Tongue. 

30 

do. 

Corned  Beef. 

17 

do. 

Soup. 

6 

do. 

Chicken. 

11 

do. 

Piccalilly. 

15 

do. 

Sardines. 

26 

do. 

Nescafe. 

36 

lb.  of 

Prunes. 

15 

do. 

Figs. 

8 

do. 

Angel  Cake. 

m 

do. 

Cheese. 

38 

do. 

Sausage. 

3 

Swiss  Rolls. 

4 

lb.  of 

Madiera  Cake. 

1 

do. 

Gaiety  Cake. 

3 

do. 

Butter. 
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7 

do. 

Ham  and  Egg  Pies. 

18 

do. 

Jellied  Veal. 

170 

do. 

Beef. 

12 

do. 

Lambs  Liver. 

14 

do. 

Fat  and  Suet. 

1 

do. 

Margarine. 

33| 

: do. 

Pork. 

40 

do. 

Bacon. 

9 

do. 

Ham. 

3 

Fruit  Cakes. 

9 

Bottles 

Sauce. 

6 

lb.  of 

Tea. 

7 

Tins  of  Stuffed  Pork  Roll. 

3 

do. 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pies. 

1 

Pork  Pie. 

1 

Tin  of  Irish  Stew. 

3 

do. 

Steak  and  Kidney  Puddings. 

1 

do. 

Braised  Kidneys. 

15  Pks.  of  Teabreak  Biscuits. 

6 Viola  Teacake  Mixtures. 

6 Frozen  Chicken. 

ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD 

Durham  County  Council  are  the  responsible  authority  for 
the  administration  of  the  sections  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
which  deal  with  the  adulteration  and  abstraction  of  substances 
from  food.  The  Weights  and  Measures  Department  carry  out 
the  duties  of  Sampling  Officers  and  during  the  year  1961,  83  were 
taken,  of  which  28  were  of  milk. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS  1928 

31  visits  were  made  during  the  year  and  there  are  now  25 
licensed  premises  in  the  district. 

The  Durham  County  Fire  Prevention  Department  advised  on 
the  condition  of  every  storage  place,  and  each  licencee  was  re- 
quested to  comply  with  the  Department’s  recommendations. 

Two  new  tanks  were  installed,  and  all  the  other  work  was 
done,  but  in  two  cases  only  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  licence 
was  threatened. 
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SECTION  F 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  Prevalence  and 
Control  of  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases. 


The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during 
1961  was  394,  compared  with  29  during  the  previous  year.  This 
substantial  increase  was  almost  entirely  accounted  for  by  the 
occurrence  of  a measles  epidemic  with  354  notified  cases  comr 
pared  with  none  during  the  previous  year.  There  was  a marked 
increase  in  the  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough  and  a decrease  in 
the  incidence  of  Dysentery  with  only  1 case  notified.  There  was 
little  change  in  the  incidence  of  other  notifiable  diseases  which 
remained  at  a satisfactory  low  level. 

Mfeasles 

The  usual  bi-ennial  epidemic  pattern  was  maintained  and,  as 
expected,  there  was  a substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
notified  there  being  354  cases  compared  with  none  during  the 
previous  year.  The  epidemic  reached  its  peak  in  March  1961 
during  which  149  cases  were  notified;  although  the  epidemic  was 
of  an  extensive  nature  the  disease  itself  was,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  of  only  moderate  severity  and  no  cases  required  admission 
to  hospital. 

Whooping  Cough 

Notification  of  this  disease  rose  from  3 in  1960  to  24  in  1961; 
this  is  still  a low  incidence  of  what  used  to  be  an  extremely 
common  and  frequently  serious  disease  of  childhood.  This  low 
incidence  may  be  largely  attributed  to  the  increasing  advantage 
now  being  taken  of  immunisation  against  this  disease  which  is 
offered  both  by  General  Practitioners  and  Local  Authority 
clinics. 

Dysentery 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  the  lovv^  incidence  of  Dysentery  there 
having  been  only  1 case  notified  during  1961,  compared  with  7 
during  the  previous  year.  It  must,  however,  be  born  in  mind 
that  Sonnei  Dysentery  continues  to  be  endemic  in  the  area  and 
undiagnosed  and  mild  and  suspected  cases  are  always  a potential 
hazard. 

Food  Poisoning 

3 cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  during  1961,  com- 
pared with  only  1 during  the  previous  year,  however  14  other 
unnotified  cases  came  to  light;  these  were  subsequently  con- 
firmed bacteriologically  and  after  very  careful  and  prolonged 
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investigations  it  was  established  beyond  doubt  that  the  infection 
had  been  caused  by  the  consumption  of  raw  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk  produced  in  the  area.  Futher  reference  to  this  outbreak  will 
be  found  on  page  23  in  the  section  of  this  report  contributed  by 
the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  who  is  to  be  greatly  compli- 
mented on  the  thorough  method  with  which  he,  in  co-operation 
with  Ministry  Veterinary  Officers,  'injvestigated  the  outbreak. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  although  Tuberculin  Tested 
raw  milk  offers  a reasonable  degree  of  safety  from  tuberculous 
infection  there  is  always  a potential  danger  of  infection  with 
other  organisms.  The  value  of  the  Heat  Treatment  of  milk  by 
pasteurisation  or  sterilisation  has  long  been  established  and  in- 
deed only  heat  treated  milk  is  recommended  by  the  Chief  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Education  for  consumption  in  schools. 

Poliomyelitis 

There  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  notified  during  the  year. 
The  proportion  of  young  people  immunised  is  reasonably  satis- 
factory but  far  too  few  adults  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  of  immunisation.  There  can  be  little  excuse  for  such 
apathy  with  the  recent  advent  of  oral  vaccine. 

Tuberculosis 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  9 
as  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  only  3 female  cases  notified 
and  of  the  6 male  cases,  2 occurred  in  the  age  group  over  65 
years.  Although  there  can  never  be  reason  for  complacency  it 
remains  encouraging  that  the  incidence  of  this  disease  which  has 
been  such  a scourge  in  the  past,  remains  at  such  a low  level. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1961 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

During  the  year,  9 cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notified.  1 Death  occurred  from  Tuberculosis. 

NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  AND  MORTALITY 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1961. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Non- 

Non- 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0 to  1 

1 to  4 

5 to  14 

1 

15  to  24 

1 

2 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

25  to  34 

1 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

35  to  44 

45  to  54 

55  to  64 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

65  and 
upwards 

2 
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